
June 5, 2007

Alberta Royalty Review
1100, 715-Sth Ave SW
Calgary, AB T2P 2X6

Dear Sirs:

Re: Royalty Review Submission June 18, 2007
Medicine Hat College, Medicine Hat, AB

Weare fortunate to be living in a province that is blessed with so many natural resources.

However as citizens of this province, why is it that we receive so few benefits from the

resources that we were gifted with? The hype in the province is that everyone is

benefiting from the overheated economy. However, it is really only a few that reap the

benefits.

Why do we have so much foreign involvement and what are the returns to us as citizens

from these foreign companies? Do we not have our own people capable to develop our

industry? We should perhaps look at limiting the amount we export for processing

because we are paying exorbitant prices to buy back our own resources. Who cleans up

the environment after the extraction and export of our resources? Whose responsibility

is it to look after our roads, and bridges when there is so much heavy equipment using

our infrastructure?

Oil is our property. We need a rental value percentage that is fair to the provider as well

as the developer. As it is, developers in the oilsands are already allowed to recover their

capital costs, their operating expenses, their taxes ,and a reasonable rate of return before

the royalty calculation. We have to make decisions that are appropriate and fair so that

future generations are not left with the problems of our mismanagement. And what

effects has the oil and gas industry on our water supply, both surface and ground water.?

What commitment do the developers have to the community, to the environment, and to

the citizens of this province? Are they and their foreign shareholders indeed good

corporate citizens? Perhaps the payback through increased royalties could provide for



more services and better support to the citizens today and to the future generations - i.e.
education, health care, endowments and encouragement of the arts.

From where I am, and the way I see it, the province should consider establishing a

Citizens group to advise and oversee the industry and to act as the go-between

government and the developers. Or maybe we could revisit the establishment of

public industry players. Today's extremely successful large and private EnCana

corporation was once Alberta's own Alberta Energy Company ("AEC")

When the price of a barrel of oil rises, who gets the benefit? I believe that it is the

company, not the province that capitalizes on the increase. It is my understanding that in

Norway, it is the country that increases services to the citizens, puts money in an

endowment for future generations, und makes general improvements for society's good.

The citizens of Alberta are deserving of no less than guaranteed future economic stability

based on the prudent management of resources with which they are so richly endowed.

Respectfully submitted,

Edith R. Zawadiuk
Concerned Citizen -


